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Sanitized - Approved For Relea

Security Aid Quster
Postponed by Rusk

BY WILLARD EDWARDS

[Chicogo Tribune Press Servicel

Washington, = Oct. 23-

Salr

stalg . department today, inds
nitely postponed RL _%sc

dismiissdl " of” %&i‘%

chief of the security evaluatiog
division, bureau of s'ecurlty En .
consular affairs.

Otepka, 48, a veteran of 2
years in govemment service]
was to have been fired toddy
on charges that he provid
classified infarmation to Senats
investigators of loose security
procedures in the state depart
ment.

Rusk Served Notlce

The pedttsaeatrymeHMHM

The state department’s re
lreat came after Secretary o
State Dean Rusk appeared a
a closed session of the Senat
internal security . subcommltte(
last Monday.

Rusk was served with a no
tice- by Sen. Thomas J. Dodd
[D., Conn.], acting chairman
that Otepka’s discharge would
be regarded by’ the subcom

mittee as a hostile action, to bd|.

followed by an immediate. afid
public expose of con%wm de;
scribed as “dlsmaymg by sev
eral senators. ’

In giving Otepka a stay, tha'
department informeéd him thaf
“a decision has béen deferred
for a few days.” He will re
main in active duty status af
his present salary, $16,900, the
notice said, pending final del
partmental actlon, “in¢luding
departmental review of his ap
peal from any - adyerse_x deci:

sion.’ ThlS!proce . it wag
noted,* could take eeks of]
months

Action Called Harassment

A subcommittee mémber said
he was confident that the.even
tual decision would not be ads
verse. The charges will. b
dropped, this senator predlcted
altho Otepka could be given o
reprimand for. too much zeal
in cooperatmg w1th a Senate
inguiry.

When the charges were flledl
agamst Otepka on Sept. 23, gw-
ing him notice of dismissal in
30 days, Chairman James O,
Eastland [D., Miss.] of t?ebsfn(i
at@ judiciar comrmttee abele

tizedm oved

ernment emplove for exercmmq

"Juribis to national security. i

.ahead with its closed door. ses-

forbidden last Aug. 15 to testify.

|| sidered by the subcommlttee as

ruReIeaseumC

Otto F. Otepka -

hlb constltuzmnal right to glve

information to Congress.
' Dodd had said that discharge -
of Otepka would be “a great!
tragedy.” He asseried that the :
state department seemed more
interested in prosecuting em- |
ployes who wanted to clean up
the department than- in em- |
loyes accused of practices in- |

Rusk to Set Rules
The subcommittee plans to go

sions, summoning 25 state de-
partment witnesses who wete

Rusk lifted this ban Monday,
after his session with the sub-
committee, but stipulated that
the witnesses should be guided
bi regulations‘ drafted by him.

e subcommittee is awaiting
this set of ground rules to de-
termine if further obstacles are
to. be imposed to its investiga-
twn

* The discharge of Otépka
Riisk was told, would 'be con-

“tantamount to a "continuing
prohibition on collaboration with :
the Senate subcommittee by .
state department employes.”
Otepka has denied that he
acted improperly in any s g:
ﬁnd rejected an allegation-that
e had mutilated classified
Gocuments. He' imbplied in his
formal reply that evidence had
teer planted in his burn bag, a
receptacle for papers scheduled
for destruction. He has em-

ployed an attor Roger Robb,
and anaclinced E ‘will fight to

tion.
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